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Charles Batchelor Collection 
Letter books 
Accounts 



CHARLES BATCHELOR LETTERBOOKS, 1875-1890 


These six boohs contain copies of Batchelor's personal and business 
correspondence. Many of the letters pertain to Edison, his inventions, and his 
businesses. Among the topics discussed in the early correspondence are the 
removal of Edison and his laboratory to Menlo Park in 1876; the operations of the 
electric pen business, of which Batchelor was the general manager in 1875-1876; 
and work on telegraphy and telephony during the mid-1870s. The correspondence 
from the years 1878-1883 deals extensively with Edison's electric lighting 
experiments and the operations of the various electric light companies that he 
established. Two of the books contain correspondence from 1881-1883, when 
Batchelor was Edison's representative in Paris, and relate to electric lighting in 
Europe. The last book dates from 1887 and concerns the equipping of Edison's West 
Orange laboratory. 

The following categories of documents have not been filmed: routine letters 
of transmittal or acknowledgment; routine correspondence concerning the ordering 
and shipping of materials; routine letters about financial transactions; personal and 
family correspondence after 1900 unrelated to Edison; duplicate copies of cables 
and other selected documents. A few letters were not filmed because they are 
illegible.. Although every technical effort has been made to ensure the legibility of 
the documents on the microfilm, some of these materials may be difficult to read 
because of spreading, smeared, or faint ink; bleedthrough; and severely wrinkled or 
torn pages. 

The books appear on the microfilm in the following order: 

1. Cat. 1238 (1875-1878) 

2. Cat. 1330 (1878-1879, 1885) 

3 Cat. 1331 (1881-1883) 

4 Cat. 1239 (1881-1883) 

5. E6757-2 (1887) . 

6. Cat. 1247 (1887-1890) 



Charles Batchelor Letterbook, Cat. 1238 


hv Rr k - C0 J e u th Z P® riod 1 »75-1878. Most of the correspondence is 
by Batchelor and is in his hand. The remainder is in the hand of a secretary. The 

teleohone the eleCt I ic P en > the Phonograph, the telegraph, and the 

telephone. Some of the correspondence refers to the removal of Edison and his 

• rllTat f n°T h f War f k t0 M o n ‘° Park * At the be g innin g the book is a patent 
caveat by Batchelor for a Roman-letter stock-printing telegraph. Among the 
recipients are Thomas H. Batchelor, George H. Bliss, and Robert Gilliland. There 
are also numerous letters addressed to the journal, English Mechanic. The hook 
has been fUmed!" 136 ^ PageS 3 " ! " deX - A PP roxin ^ely 70 percent of the book 
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Charles Batchelor Letterbook, Cat. 1330 


This unbound letterbook covers the period July 1878-December 1879 and 
March-May 1885. All of the correspondence is by Charles Batchelor and is in his 
hand. The book is divided into two parts. Pages 1-60 cover the period July 1878- 
December 1879. Most of the correspondence deals with the foreign promotion ot 
the electric pen and the telephone. There are also letters relating to Edison s 
electric light experiments and to his expedition to Rawlins, Wyoming to observe 
the eclipse of the sun. Among the recipients are James Adams and George H. 
Bliss. Pages 61-83 cover the period March-May 1885. Most of the correspondence 
concerns the promotion of Edison's electric lighting system in France and the 
unresolved claims between Edison and the Edison Electric Light Company. Among 
the recipients are Charles H. Coster, Louis Rau, and the Societe Electnque Edison. 
The book contains 83 numbered pages and an index prepared by an archivist. Page 
36 is missing. Pages 60 and 72 are illegible. All the remaining pages have been 
filmed. 
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Adams, James - page 11, 15, 1®, 2 5i 31» 
American News Co. - page 2? 


33, 38, 41, 43, 44, 46, 4? 


Bliss, George H. - page l6, 23, 26, 28, 29 

Edison, Charles - page 49 
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Edison ,1-amp Co. - page 68 
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McLaughlin, Frank - page 1 
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Charles Batchelor Letterbook, Cat. 1331 


This unbound letterbook covers the periods August-October 1881 and 3uly- 
November 1883. All of the correspondence is by Charles Batchelor and is primarily 
in his,hand. The book is divided into two parts. Pages 1-58 cover the period 
August-October 1881. Most of the letters deal with the Paris Electrical Exhibition 
of 1881 and with Edison's competitors in Europe. Pages 59-192 cover the period 
3uly-November 1883. Most of the correspondence concerns the operation of 
Edison's European lighting companies. Among the recipients in both parts are 
Edison, Sherburne B. Eaton, and Francis 3ehl. The book contains 300 numbered 
pages and an index prepared by an archivist. Approximately 80 percent of the book 
has been filmed. 




INDEX TO LETTERBOOK NPS CAT.# 1331 


Armington, Pardon - page 130 
American Commission - page 7 
Anglo-American - see Eknoside 

Dailey, J.F. - page 67, 79, 99, 120, 128, 131, 164, 170 
Bergmann, Samuel - page 118 
3randon, D.H. - page 146 

Compagnie Continentale Edison - page 174, 191 

Drejcel, Hayes and Co. - page 96 
Drexel, Morgan and Co. - 152 
Dreydel, Charles and Co. - page 76 
du Moncel, Count - page 59, 117 
Dyer, Richaod - page 85 

Eaton, Major - page 5, 10, 20, 38, 56, 3l, 89, 95, 113, 115, 137, 153, 183 
Edison Electric Light Co. of Europe Limited - page 3 

Edison, T.A. - page 1, 15, 24, 34, 40, 44, 49, 52, 70, 72, 84, 86, 93, 98, 
107, 111, 121, 125, 126, 129, 485, 143, 145, 146, 150, 
160, 172, 188 

Eknoside - page 4, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 23, 42, 43, 45, 46, 47, 50, 51, 97, 
184 

Hammer, William J. - page 134, 157 
Hennis, C.M. - page 116 
Hopkinson, D.J. - page 168 


Insull, Samuel - page 124, 132, 138, 166 






Jehl, Francis - page 101, 104, 142, 147, 151i 171 
Johnson, E.H. - page 94 

Kreusi, John - page 71, 105, 109 
Leon, Eli A - page 1’/?, 56 , 54, 103, 165 
Moaenthal, H. - page 159 
Porges, Charles - page 77, l6l, 163, 189 
Ross, H. - page 148 
Seubel, Philip - page 149 

Societe Electrique Edison - page 154, 156, 177, 185 
Upton, Francis - page 82, 87, 92, 119, 133, l4l 

Waterhouse, Winterbotham and Harrison - page 88, 91, 106 
White, Arnold - page 136 
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Charles Batchelor Letterbook, Cat. 1239 


This letterbook covers the period September 1881-March 1883. Most of the 
letters are by Batchelor and are in his hand. The correspondence relates primarily 
to electric lighting in Europe. There are also letters pertaining to electric 
traction, the phonograph, the telegraph, and the telephone. Among the recipients 
are Edison, Joshua F. Bailey, Sherburne B. Eaton, Samuel Insull, Edward H 
Johnson, Charles Porges, Francis R. Upton, and the Compagnie Continentale 
Edison. Translations of code words used in cable messages can be found on pages 
74, 81, and 86. The front cover is labeled "Batchelor. Private." The book contains 
500 numbered pages and an index. Approximately 70 percent of the book has been 
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Charles Batchelor Letterbook, E-6757-2 


This unbound letterbook covers the period September 1887 and contains 
correspondence relating to the purchase and installation of boilers, steam engines, 
and other equipment for Edison's new laboratory in West Orange, New Jersey. 
Most of the letters are by Edison and are in the hand of Batchelor, acting as 
Edison's secretary. The book contains 53 numbered pages. Page 1 is missing; pages 
5 and 11-53 are blank. All the documents have been filmed. 
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Charles Batchelor Letterbook, Cat. 1247 


This unbound letterbook covers the period September 1887-October 1890. All 
of the letters are by Charles Batchelor and are in his hand. The correspondence 
relates primarily to the patents of Batchelor and Frank 3. Sprague. Other letters 
concern the sale of stock in various Edison companies. Among the recipients are 
Edward H. Johnson, Brandon et Fils, and the Edison Machine Works. The book 
contains 68 numbered pages. Approximately 70 percent of the book has been 
filmed. 







-— f. -...... 

^ask-tee t/uKA. ~&mi* : 'iflaA*!> A*. 
$i&jL WTn//&u_a tf) 


__y /6f/z/ _ 

_* * /<£p/,? f _ 

_ ^ /All?A _ 

__ 

-y_ y^/gT3 ' _ 


‘ZXJUjuL a^L . ^7 













_______ CU^b TvT ffciL __ 

._ O^U/ Jj.A CL/ZacA' $ V\/ k U*SMl/f£ ~ 

_y^/> L - t Lcu . 

JiMki^Dd£&M:-.. SdiimkljS^L^JL 


-_ (U^kAfsrt& yf Qu^tulaA :, 

















JjKJCjl (hxr^ J. 

M. 

Sdw iH IaaagA ^( }YcrUCi__ 





AuIl 




'/E^ulZo?,. . 
















/ 


4 


^ i . <^C&/ 6 vv ^. 

_ 1 ... 




/O /{f? : 


Y Ylqaaa/ & 
/ ^4^<nrf€£t/ u. k. Lf, 








ft /e d dYirfiJc t A )&L £/4Aoi>eui a 1 
*/),. /)/./) / /-s. JLZ—* i a— 


l&iAj&^cL-i^^ 















fik&GL. _ 6U>_ 






&2/(JL .Z^Q|pk_ &%6tCcJ 




































s 







































$SCcJua m. ymx. ytMAs 
OiatCL £ < 2 /€foiw&(/s/-C- „. 

. ./^Sedkt^.^. fast). /tiZ'Kiuvajt. . y~ @/u.eJ( . 

jk~wV-6i/ tu/z yca/~'0fiu-tAjL - 

J /a /Im& dl tfr ^&faaatu. 2/f&/<r J t 


z ~/ dU#tA-e. .— 


~7.7-a —7—- -— 

JtjpL^d w ^ tLcUu * \ »_ _aJs^a As 

j2kJLM3&£di&L /llUjla (jX <l# torn a<?iad) — 


Jal _ / _ 

fa 'j(A&/j/£cL ^wtt &UL 

... 



/ brfj tfy , 

jJj 2 t*L- 




/r ^t J Aao t / OeJPs/'t 2 / 
# ^ 

JSmXlJL 




















.j/m. $ %\c\ /YrrM^i / 



.....' Qs/xM^e/Ti^y ht/t 






- - - . <^5/ fjA'UrJ ^/l 1///US 



tptilX ~^l/-Z 0 Jf cisj ccb-do & T^uj/if_£{ ^ia/ /IamomsguP - 

-fe;-- £* ata^ <?J/aa.. &tn<2) 

— . ! l'UJ. Cl ItoJ I'Vwvk.cOul d /C/irCJl.fUso CO Slot*} Ui 





&& /fpy 


&L __ _ 

.— 1 _ if 1 &. e& fAr (3) 

'tofJSkOL . &&+. _ __ 

-,--.~.. .JjmL&m. O o <crf & <&.£ 



























yaiA ? /ttff 


^Jyic/z t/c£. 










9 












_ 




. i-IO£l_JkS<L£l_ te&LJhmwJa&LUU. 

JteLggJt-.Ma s./f /rnZ / 

d&dZu*£. _ 


&-JT44L- 


j&A** ^ysK Jr- /o ^<fcw! 

JjLJl&U- AiUldzr c Va£u> Y-Jku/ 


Q. — ^Ldkkjtyii — /C £v-ejt(! £u> /£j /T?ao /l£S 















_ / /■! /,1a jfa'Cc* 1 &-&6u /vK... 

f^X./ oh Si/ /tX,* ylr, j 

/si'i <6$1/ xy ^ Xy^t s/soo'y'yy y^ 
_ / C£f . ($ ^ >y L C(' y? //yf ___ 




















fi/s/Asyiu/ J aw 







































—— I Sa uMu (im p/. €. ___^ 

--■—^ _-0 Gam y'^ 0/44 JL- . 

-& a ;:^ dj^rjnJti:. ttZ L _„..; 

_ /fc. ffrtlmi t/tACj '. - _ \ ■ ___ 

-- — drfto ttx, d>)jrjj'/ Tu/ia,-^-' _ 

-- -fcfoJfsiJa 'juL £ £_ _ 

- \£lm aJ fyfck&feoU. JhJtfAM It ■ 

- !... (L —.cLl&lcIa^ _; 

- ~k lAD'nllf ,/• /(A<r,!~t~ rln A,,n,^rr7 Ja , '„ *. tAr 7 













^ A/2. O' 

d A 

%suusojXl 
CUclUa^w^ 

IxociAA-cj iMacLe^&'l 
jfm.tJj&L. — 

kluJcuk 

"T 


" urn 

iff Ola 

f fifjX wJammxJ h^MtUJ- 



frtO'H ‘Wl$CVVl*^ /U^wtvL ' 

fail! If7?zfe tt] 


r~\~ 




"?'W 


- 2 ^ 

r) 





CHARLES BATCHELOR ACCOUNTS, 1878-1893 


The three books In this set cover the years 1878-1893 and contain Batchelor's 
personal accounts. Only one book, which includes Batchelor's accounts with Edison, 
has been filmed. 

The following book has been filmed: 

Cat. 1318 Account book (1878-1888) 

The following books have not been filmed: 

1. Cat. 1245 Bill book (1881-1882) 

2. Cat. 1340 Ledger (1891-1893) 



Charles Batchelor Account Book, Cat. 1318 


This account book covers the years 1878-1888 and contains financial records 
of Charles and Rosanna Batchelor. The entries, which are in Batchelor's hand, 
relate to his accounts with Edison; with the Edison Lamp Company, the Edison 
Machine Works, Bergmann & Co., and other domestic and foreign lighting 
companies; and with New York banks and financial institutions, including Drexel, 
Morgan & Co. and the Seamans' Bank. Included are records of patent royalties, 
stock dividends, and other payments resulting from Batchelor's interests in Edison's 
companies and inventions. Some of the accounts contain comments by Batchelor 
concerning his share in the proceeds from Edison's inventions. There are also 
records of the Batchelors' personal savings and checking accounts and listings of 
safe deposit vaults and their contents. The book contains 486 numbered pages, 
including an index beginning on page 481. The index has been filmed first. 

Blank pages not filmed: 16-29, 48-49, 62-69, 100-105, 110-111, 118-119, 122- 
123, 144-145, 152-153, 174-175, 266-269, 284, 287, 296-297, 302-309, 314-319, 328- 
383, 398-459, 468-479. 

Missing pages: 43-44, 285-286, 291-292, 463-466. 
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PUBLICATION AND MICROFILM 
COPYING RESTRICTIONS 

Reel duplication of the whole or of 
any part of this film is prohibited. 
In lieu of transcripts, however, 
enlarged photocopies of selected 
items contained on these reels 
may be made in order to facilitate 
research. 




A Note on the Sources 

The pages which have been 
filmed are the best copies 
available. Every technical 
effort possible has been 
made to ensure legibility. 
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